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Healthcare delivery in the 21st century has 
become increasingly complex and demand-
ing. Clinical consultati ons frequently raise 
scienti fi c, ethical and legal challenges. While 
scienti fi c issues may be resolved using an 
evidence-based medicine (EBM) approach, 
ethical theory is needed to justi fy decision 
making in the face of ethical confl ict. Med-
ical ethics, law and human rights: a South 
African perspecti ve provides the conceptual 
background and analyti c skills necessary to 
assist with the resoluti on of ethical dilem-
mas encountered in the South African
healthcare environment.

Medical ethics, law and human rights uses 
case studies to help the healthcare team to 
identi fy and analyse ethical, moral and val-
ue concepts, and to apply these to scenarios 
that they may encounter on a daily basis. 
Part 1 explores theories and principles of 
ethics (including African philosophy), 
introduces medical law, discusses health 
and human rights, and also makes the tran-
siti on from theory to practi ce. Part 2 looks 
at specifi c topics in healthcare that raise 
challenges from an ethics perspecti ve – HIV/
AIDS, use of social media, euthanasia, 
human reproducti on, geneti cs and 
genomics.

In view of the increasing emphasis on ethical 
considerati ons in healthcare from the Health 
Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA), 
coupled with the rising incidence of liti ga-
ti on in healthcare, Medical ethics, law and 
human rights is essenti al reading for health 
science, law and philosophy students as well 
as practi sing healthcare professionals.
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